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SARGESON, Frank (1903–82), was born Norris Frank Davey, the 
child of a middle-class family in Hamilton. He was educated there 
and in Auckland until he completed his training as a solicitor in 
1926, when he went for two years to Britain and Europe. 
Returning in 1928, he decided not to pursue a career in law and 
instead worked at various jobs before settling on family land near 
Takapuna, where he was to remain for the rest of his life, most of 
it as a full-time writer. 

MANSFIELD,  Katherine (1888-1923)  was born in Wellington. 
After moving to England at age 19, Mansfield secured her 
reputation as a writer with the story collection Bliss (1920). She 
reached the height of her powers with her 1922 collection The 
Garden Party. Her last five years were shadowed by tuberculosis; 
she died from the disease at the age of 34. 
An Indiscreet Journey is her only story that is directly about war. I 
is based on her own experience of her brief liaison with the French 
novelist Francis Carco and her visit to him in the war zone at 
Gray, in France, in February 1915. 

A young woman alone, is on a train in France. Many of her fellow passengers are young soldiers on 
their way to war. This excerpt highlights the seeming innocence of the soldiers and the beauty of 
the passing countryside with a foreknowledge of what will soon happen to the soldiers and in the 
beautiful fields. The natural beauty, such as “rivers green and blue in the light”, “full of cornflowers 
and poppies and daisies” is depicted as a painting and contrasts with death and horror coming 
among the young men. Some details like “two mourning rings”, “The red Cross men”, “the 
wounded”, “cemeteries” make war come true.  Strong imagery of “bunches of ribbons tied on to 
the soldiers’ graves” which look like“ flowers” …. We feel loneliness though life and hope through 
“Are all these laughing voices going to war?” seem to prevail in this passage. 

Overview  
A short story, no information given about the date of publication, 
Easy understanding : simple vocabulary and syntax, no rhetorical devices 
first-person narrative, no names given, a feeling of anonymous setting as no clues given as regards the place except being 
an English country as references to “tea, boiled chicken and pieces of jelly”.. 
Limited viewpoint 
Time : “1920”, “the last war”, “the armistice”, “the trenches”, “German atrocities”. 
Characters : “I”, “classmates”, “the mayor”, “my mother”, “Huns”, “ a man” etc.. 
Topic : tips given about how people and especially schoolboys experienced WWI and the impact on their daily life and their 
way of thinking. 
Comprehension 
-“I” as being the writer : so the story as memories of how the 1914-1918 period affected him. He acts  as a chronicler of 
events through an economy of language appropriate to the characters. 
-Realism depicted through  “Such a lot….all of us”,  “A man from….to tea”, “But my uncles…retired” (social realism). 
-Daily routine pointed out as school work with “composition on the war”, “our annual sports day”. 
-Focus on his father: who may be seen as a coward, “we were frightened.. willing to go”.. ----  - -Repetition of 
“frightened” which means fearing the father would go to the war and could be killed or the father as being considered as a 
coward. 
-2 groups of people: the Young (children) and the Grown-ups.  
- Soldiers considered as heroes: the need from the community to learn about the war. Everyone wants to talk to “our 
hero”. Through his testimony and the fact that he is mutilated (“without his legs” , the war comes true. 
-some dialogue like “Do have…you!”. But economy of language from the characters which may illustrate the gap between 
the soldier’s war experience and the mother’s focus on food. “Won’t you! » may imply that the hero does not feel at ease, 
feeling of  loneliness… 
Conclusion 
Actually, the writer excludes any falsity and tells about this dreadful time in a honest way. On the one hand, the 
children’s feelings about The War and on the other hand, the adults’ behaviour.. 
“Of course” may show the limits of the characters ‘understanding of the forces that move them. 
Indeed, as readers, we could think the characters are heartless as the atrocities of the war do not really affect them, far 
from the trenches and war restrictions (food, moving etc.),. They live in an isolate environment and their way of life has 
not really changed. However, their sensitivity is present.  
 Viewpoint 
Personally, we have enjoyed reading this short story. It clearly illustrates how people far away from the battle fields could 
have experienced the war at that time. It may sound careless, heartless, insensitive but that is reality. The War was true 
to them when one of their families was committed to it or when the soldiers came back to their homeland. And then, they 
paid tribute to them! 


