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When and where is Saint
Patrick’s Day celebrated?

% Saint Patrick is a national holiday in Ireland and is celebrated every
year on March 17th. Because many people from Ireland emigrated
to other countries, this holiday is celebrated in many other English-
speaking countries and especially in the USA and Australia.
In Ireland, the St Patrick’s festival lasts for five days and nights.
It usually starts on March 13th and ends on March 17th with
the St Patrick’s parade.
Itis a great event in the USA too. It was celebrated for the first
time in Boston in 1737. Now, in cities with a large population
of Irish Americans, many parades are organised.

Green is a very important colour on St Patrick’s Day. It is one
of the colours of the Irish flag and it also symbolizes
the beginning of spring.
In Chicago, even the river
is painted green for

St Patrick’s Day!
Look at the pictures!

Who was Saint Patrick?

Saint Patrick was born in about 385, probably in Scotland.

He was first called Maewyn. He was a pagan’ until he was 16,
when he became a slave after his village had been attacked
by Irish thieves. He was

a slave for 6 years in
Gaul® where he lived in a
monastery for 12 years.
He became a Christian and
decided to convert people
to Christianity. After a few
years in Scotland, he was
sent to Ireland where he
became a priest. He set
up schools, churches and
monasteries in Ireland
where he stayed for 30
years. According

to legend, he chased all
the snakes from Ireland.
He died on March 17th

in 461.

1. pagan = Christian
2. Gaul: old name for France

Saint Parrick.
FPATRON OF IRELAND.

one hundred and twenty-four





